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in which Mr. Walmsley lived, and which had been the scene of many happy hours in Johnson's early life. Mr. Seward had, with ecclesiastical hospitality and politeness, asked me in the morning, merely as a stranger, to dine with him ; and in the afternoon, when I was introduced to him, he asked Dr. Johnson and im: to spend the evening and sup with him. lie was a Denied well-bred dignified clergyman, had travelled with Lord Charles FiUroy, uncle of the present Duke of Grafton, who dial when abroad, and he had lived much in the great world. He was an ingenious and literary man, had published an edition of Heaumont and Fletcher, and written verses in Dodsley's collection. His lady was the daughter of Mr. Hunter, Johnson's first schoolmaster. And now, for the first time, 1 had the pleasure of seeing his celebrated daughter, Miss Anna Seward, to whom 1 have .since been indebted for many civilities, as we'll as some obliging communications concerning Johnson '.
Mr. Seward mentioned to us the observations which he had made upon the strata of earth in volcanoes, from which it appeared, that they were so very different in depth at diftVivnt periods, that no calculation whatever could be w.uli' a-; to tin* lime required for their formation. This ittlly refuted an anti-mosaical remark introduced into Captain Brydone's entertaining tour, I hope heedlessly, from a kind of vanity which is too common in those who have not .sufficiently studied tin- mn-.t important of all subjects. Dr. Johnson, indeed, had ?.aid before, independent of this observation, ' Shall all the accumulated evidence of the history of the world ; shall the authority of what is unquestionably
1 IJtKvvHl, a/trr lu-t bonk was published, qmtrrrlled with Miss Si'.w-«ird. He N.iid thai hi- was forced in rxaniiw these ooimminiailions 'with much caution. Thry wrtv Utn'tuml with u strong prejudice. ay.iitt^t Jitltnsoit.' Hi-* lHink.hr cuntinurd, wus incunt to be 'a real A(\/i'fy and not u //»»/W,' s»» th.il hr harl" to stipprcsH all crronuous p:ir-« tictilui'-s. Imwrvrr t'ntrft;iirtiitK,' He afctist'd IHT of sittat'king John-sun with iii.ilrvulrucr. (/V«A .!/«/.;. ty^j, p. u>oy. Fur Hoswdl's sec-«»u<i lurrtiit * with ht r, n•'<'/>,'</, iti. ^5,
ther twenty pounds.' Croker's Boswell, p. 145.
